Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 05915 081638Z 

43 

ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SAM-01 SAB-01 TRSE-00 /078 W 

068051 

R 08 1 524Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4253 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 5915 
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TAGS: PFOR PINR PLO UR 

SUBJECT: PLO CALLING "ARAFAT'S RECENT MOSCOW VISIT "MOST SUCCESSFUL E 
VER" 


REF: (A) MOSCOW 6139 (NOTAL); (B) BEIRUT 5646 

1. TAKING CUE FROM PLO EXCOMM CHAIRMAN "ARAFAT, PLO 
AND PRO-PALESTINIAN MEDIA HAVE BEEN PORTRAYING 'ARAFAT'S 
JUST-COMPLETED SOJOURN IN USSR AS PLO TOUR DE FORCE. PLO 
NEWS AGENCY (WAFA) DUTIFULLY REPEATED 'ARAFAT'S ASSERTION 
ON HIS RETURN TO DAMASCUS MAY 7 THAT HIS TALKS WITH SOVS 
WERE MOST SUCCESSFUL IN HIS CAREER AND QUOTED HIM AS STATING 
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THAT "ALL PALESTINIAN DEMANDS WERE FULFILLED." 
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2. PRO-EGYPTIAN DAILY, AL ANWAR ON MAY 8 CITED SOURCES 
WITHIN 'ARAFAT’S DELEGATION AS ALLEGING THAT MOSCOW PROMISED 
TO PROVIDE THE PLO WITH ADDITIONAL ARMS AND DIPLOMATIC 
SUPPORT. NO FURTHER DETAILS WERE PROVIDED. PRO-FEDAYEEN 

AL LIWA OF SAME DATE CLAIMED MOSCOW GAVE ’ARAFAT COMMIT- 
MENT THAT PLO WILL BE INVITED TO GENEVA CONFERENCE AS AN 
INDEPENDENT DELEGATION AND THAT USSR IS PREPARED GUARANTEE 
BOUNDARIES OF A PALESTINIAN STATE. LIWA, WHICH PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED THAT ARAFAT CONCLUDED SEPARATE ARMS DEAL WITH 
CZECH GOVT DURING HIS PRAGUE STOP, ADDED THAT PLO EXCOMM 
INTENDS SUBMIT PROPOSAL TO MEETING OF PALESTINE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL (PARLIAMENT) IN IUNE FOR FORMATION OF PALESTINIAN 
GOVT-IN-EXILE. 

3. COMMENT: IT NOT SURPRISING THAT "ARAFAT SEEKING GIVE 
IMPRESSION THAT HE CARRIED THE DAY IN MOSCOW. APPREHEN- 
SIONS AMONG PALESTINIANS AND OTHER ARABS REGARDING SOVIET 
STATEMENTS ABOUT GUARANTEEING ISRAEL'S 1967 BORDERS, AS 
WELL AS SA'IQA LEADER ZOHAYR MUHSEN'S CRITICAL REMARKS 
ABOUT ARAFAT VISIT AND SOVIET POLICY, PROBABLY LEFT HIM 
LITTLE CHOICE BUT TO DESCRIBE HIS "ACHIEVEMENTS" IN GLOWING 
TERMS. FURTHERMORE, ’ARAFAT AND CO. HAVE BEEN CASTING ABOUT 
FOR SOME MONTHS FOR ANOTHE POLITICAL "VICTORY." 

4. CERTAIN KNOWLEDGEABLE PALESTINIAN AND OTHER OBSERVERS 
HERE. HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO DOUBT THAT ARAFAT’S TALKS IN 
MOSCOW WERE ALL SWEETNESS AND LIGHT. FOR ONE THING, THEY 
NOTE THAT PROSPECT OF OPENING PLO OFFICE IN MOSCOW WAS 
NOT RPT NOT ADVANCED. (WE UNDERSTAND THAT FORMER PLA 
CHIEF OF STAFF GEN. ABDUL RAZZAQ YAHYA IS STILL TAPPED FOR 
THE MOSCOW IOB BUT IS COOLING HIS HEELS IN BEIRUT.) THERE 

IS ALSO WIDE-SPREAD BELIEF THAT ARAFAT AND GROMYKO MERELY 
AGREED TO DISAGREE ABOUT SOVIET GUARANTEES TO ISRAEL. FIN 
ALLY. ALTHOUGH PLO IS BRAGGING (AS REFTEL A SUGGESTS SOVIETS 
MAY ALSO BE DOING) ABOUT LEVEL ON WHICH SOVS RECEIVED 
ARAFAT, THERE SEEMS TO BE INCREASING AWARENESS HERE THAT 
HIS ENCOUNTER WITH BREZHNEV ON MAY DAY WAS MERELY 
COSMETIC. 
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5. INCREASING RUMORS ABOUT FORMATION OF GOVT-IN-EXILE 
SUGGEST ’ARAFAT MAY HAVE GINALLY BOUGHT SOVIET LINE ON 

THIS POINT OR VICE VERSA. HAVING HEARD SUCH RUMORS SO OFTEN IN PAST, 
WE'LL BELIEVE THEM WHEN THIS EVENT ACTUALLY TAKES PLACE. 

GODLEY 
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